Chapter III

RUSSIA AND THE TURKS

TJAKSHISH might conciliate the Turk's favour;
*~^ but the only thing that ever commanded his re-
spect was brute force. The Russians proved themselves
worthy of respect at a very early date. In 1569 the
troops of Ivan the Terrible met those of Sultan Selim II
outside the town of Astrakhan and handled them in a
manner which produced a lasting impression on the
Turkish mind. And so it came about that, while the
sovereigns of the West, through their unfortunate repre-
sentatives, grovelled at the Grand Signer's feet, the ruler
of Muscovy was able to treat with him on terms of abso-
lute equality, and " filled his letters with high threats
and hyperbolical expressions of his power and with as
swelling titles as the Turk." l This equality was illus-
trated not less vividly by other things than words. Thus,
if in 1624 two Russian ambassadors were put to death
by the Turks, in 1642 a Turkish ambassador was mur-
dered by the Russians; 2 and neither event diminished
the esteem which the Sultan nourished for a nation
credited with the ability to put one hundred and fifty
thousand horse in the field. It is true that, until the

1  Ricaut, 176.

2  See the List of Embassies to the Porte in Hammer, xvii. 152.
There mention is also made of two Russian  ambassadors  sent
in 1529, who having "disappeared, " a third came to look for
them.
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